Himalayan Journal of Development and Democracy, Vol.2, No. 2, 2007

Political predictions in Nepal
Aditya Shrestha
Journalist, Nepal
“The Madhesi movement is the beginning of the end of Nepal. It is
not because the Madhesis want to break the country into pieces but mainly
because our leadership is too insensitive and incapable of keeping a
diverse people united.” (The Himalayan Times, 1 Feb. 2007)
It is a prediction open to question. It is risky for the country and
equally for the credibility of the man who made the prediction. However it
was made by the man who had made a similar prophecy in 2004 (The
Himalayan Times 13 Sept. 2004) that there would be an uprising of the
Madhesis, which came out to be true in 2007.
Is it safe to make political predictions in a country like Nepal? It is
not; but some people do it and come out right. What makes them guess
correctly is something different. Nonetheless they cannot be dismissed in
their claims with evidences.
There were a series of open predictions made regarding King
Gyanendra after he was enthroned. In that sense, there was no element of
surprise in his rise and fall in power. It was said he would take over before he
took over. It was said he would not behave as a constitutional monarch, and
he did not. It was said he would imprison the leaders before he did so. So on
and on…
Similarly, many things were said about the Maoists, their
forthcoming tactics, their movements in the offing, and their potential
actions. They too lent credence to those prophecies coming out true fully
or partly.
There is no denying of the important role India plays in the
political development of Nepal. Things said over the last few years about
its actions and reactions in Nepal have too come out correct. India is a big
factor in the decision making in Nepal; the signs and symptoms of its
master plan have clearly been stated and the events taking place
accordingly.
In this context, things that might appear mysterious or inexplicable
in the Nepalese developments in general have mostly been foretold and,
therefore, look logical, though painful.
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